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Tracy Khuzwayo-Dube

TracyKhuzwayo-Dubeisthe FutureLeadersInitiativeManagerat WILDTRUST,leading

youth-focused programmes within WILDOCEANS,including Ocean Stewards,

Youth4MPAs,andJustice4 Jaws.

Shehas a backgroundin EnvironmentalScienceand EnvironmentalManagement,

with over seven years of experience in project management, stakeholder

engagement,and communityeducation. Beforejoining WILDTRUST,sheworked on

youth empowermentandcommunityinitiativesat the UmkhumbaneSchoolsProject

andthe DurbanUniversityof Technology.

Asa DesmondTutu YouthFellow(an experiencethat deepenedher commitmentto

socialjustice),Tracyis committed to inclusion,justice,and youth-led solutions. Her

work bridgesgapsbetweenscienceandsociety,policyandpractice,andcommunity

and conservation. Shefocuseson makingoceanand climatespacesmore accessible

andrepresentative.

Tracyis alsoa Theologystudent and drawson her Christianfaith for grounding. She

enjoysexploringnewplaces,hiking,andspendingtimewith her family.

Dr CloverleyLawrence

DrCloverleyLawrenceisa Marine Scientistwith SouthAfricanNationalParks,where

sheleadsandsupportsresearchandlong-term ecologicalmonitoring acrossmultiple

MarineProtectedAreas.

Her work focuseson understandingthe driversof ecosystemchangeand evaluating

the effectivenessof protection measuresin conservingbiodiversity within marine,

estuarine,and aquaticsystems. Shehasa particular interest in linkingsciencewith

policy and management to strengthen adaptive conservation approachesand

enhancethe resilienceof ecosystemsunderachangingclimate.

Beyondher scientific work, Dr Lawrenceis deeply committed to mentorship and

capacity development, actively engaging in initiatives that empower emerging

scientistsand practitioners to take leadershiproles in advancingoceanstewardship

andsustainability.



Dr Kendyl Wright

Dr Kendyl Wright is a dedicated marine biologist with a commitment to marine

conservation. At present,sheholdsthe positionof Marine ProtectedAreaScientistat

WILDTUST,WildOceansProgramme.

Dr Wright is a passionateadvocatefor the expansionof marineprotection,actively

contributingto the discourseonthe needfor safeguardingthe marineenvironment.

Havingearnedher Ph.D. in BenthicEcology,Dr. Wright hasdiverseexperiencein both

the privateandnon-governmentalorganizationsectors. Initially specializingin coastal

ecologyandnearshorebenthichabitatresearch,shehastransitionedinto the realmof

Marine ProtectedAreascience,policy,andplanning. Currently,Dr. Wright isengaged

in variousMarine ProtectedArea projects spanningSouthAfrica and the Western

Indian Ocean. Her focus extendsto communityand small-scalefisher engagement,

reflectingherkeeninterest in fosteringinclusiveconservationefforts.

Professor Ken Findlay

ProfKenFindlayleadsspecialistconsultationin oceangovernance,blueeconomy,and

oceaninclusiveandsustainabledevelopmentat AfriSeas, inCapeTown,SouthAfrica.

With a prior backgroundin marinemammalscience,hehasplayeda substantiverole

in marine mammal researchacross the Southern Hemisphere. He occupied the

ResearchChair: OceansEconomyat the CapePeninsulaUniversityof Technologyfrom

2016 and started AfriSeasin April 2023 to consult in African blue economy,ocean

governanceandoceansustainabledevelopment.



Mr Musa Mabasa

Musa Mabasa is the Sustainable Finance Initiative Coordinator under the

WILDOCEANSprogramme. In this role, Musa is responsiblefor coordinating three

marinesustainablefinanceinitiativesaimedat supportingMarineProtectedAreas.

These initiatives include the ORRAA-funded 30x30 aimed at financing Marine

ProtectedAreaexpansionin SouthAfricato helpmeet the global30x30 target,aswell

assite-specificprojectsfundedby the BlueActionFundat iSimangalisoanduThukela

MPAs.

Hiswork alsoinvolvesconveningandsupportingactivitiesof the SustainableFinance

ReferenceGroup,which isdevelopinginnovativefinancingmechanismsfor the long-

termsustainabilityof MPAs.

Dr Nasreen Peer

DrNasreenPeerisa marineecologistandseniorlecturerin the Departmentof Botany

andZoologyat StellenboschUniversity.

Sheholds a PhDin Zoologyfrom NelsonMandelaUniversityand a BSc(Hons) in

Marine Biologyfrom the Universityof KwaZulu-Natal. Her researchfocuseson the

diversityandecologyof aquaticinvertebratesacrosscoastalandfreshwaterhabitats,

includingmangroves,rockyshores,estuariesandkelpforests.

bŀǎǊŜŜƴΩǎcurrent work explorescommunity-basedconservationin southernAfrica,

working with researchersand local communitiesto better understandand protect

theseecosystems. Sheis alsothe co-founder of ArgonautScience(Pty)Ltd, a small

businessdrivenbythe belief that scienceandexplorationbelongto everyone.



Dr Alison Kock

Dr AlisonKockis a marine scientist with ScientificServices,SouthAfrican National

Parks,andan HonoraryResearchAssociateat the SouthAfricanInstitute for Aquatic

Biodiversity.

Herresearchfocusesonthe ecologyandbehaviourof top predators,the effectiveness

of marineprotected areas,and the conservationof threatenedmarinespecies. She

leadsresearchand long-term monitoring across{!btŀǊƪǎΩmarine protected areas

fromNamaquato Agulhas.

Alisonholdsa PhDin BiologicalSciencesfrom the Universityof CapeTownand has

published more than 60 scientific papers, reports, and book chapters. She is

committed to translatingscienceinto managementand policyand serveson several

nationalworkinggroupsfocusedonmarinebiodiversityandtop predators.

Dr HoussoyniHousseni

HoussoyniHousseni, joinedWILDTRUSTthroughƛǘΩǎWILDOCEANSProgramin 2021as

StrengtheningOceansProtectionin Comoros(R-P.O.C)ProgramManager,before he

worked for severalyearsas MPA manager(ComorosNational ParksAgency),and

previously, he served to the General Directorate of environment and Forest in

Comoros as Natural ResourcesConservationand Protection Specialist,Marine

Scientist with a strong specializationin marine protected area at the strategic,

managementand operational levelswith over 14 years of extensiveMarine and

CoastalConservationexperiencegainedacrossComorosandIndianOceansregion.

His area of specializationincludes researchon Natural ResourcesManagement,

Biodiversity,EnvironmentManagement; SustainableDevelopmentand Sustainable

Fishery; Integrated CoastalZone Management (ICZM),Community-BasedClimate

ChangeAdaptation; MPAGovernace, PolicyFormulationand Analysis; Development

of Integrated Ecosystem-Based Management Plans; Negotiation and conflict

Resolution,CapacityBuildingandProjectManagement.

His interests lie in SustainableDevelopment, Policy Analysis and Mutual Gain

Negotiationassessmentskill for ConflictsResolutionfor Sustainableuse of Natural

Resourcesand Marine Protected Areas Governance. He has published a book in

negotiation and conflict resolution for natural resourcesmanagementon Mohèli

marinePark- Comoros.



Dr Riaan Cedras

Dr RiaanCedras(PhD)is the Ecologistfor iSimangalisoWetland Park, a

UNESCOWorldHeritageSite.

His work focuseson conservingand understandingthe fifteen interlinked

ecosystemssuch as estuaries, coral reefs and deep canyons. His work

involvesresearchand the monitoringof theseecosystemsthat evaluatethe

healthof habitats.

Professor Warren Potts

Warren Potts is a Professorat the Departmentof Ichthyologyand FisheriesScience,

RhodesUniversity,andis the incumbentof the OppenheimerChairin Environmental

Justicefor Inland and CoastalFisheriesand leads the Southern African Fisheries

EcologyResearch(SAFER)Laband the Aqualab,a collaborationbetween the South

AfricanInstitute for AquaticBiodiversityandRhodesUniversity.

Hisresearchencompassesthe entire spectrumof fisheriesecology,with a particular

interest in the synergisticimpactsof exploitationandclimatechangeon fish,aswell

asthe developmentof adaptationmeasuresto maintainresilientfisheriessystems.

He has severalongoing researchprojects under this theme throughout southern

Africaand iscollaboratingwith a rangeof scientistsfrom aroundthe world. Warren

hasbeen recognisedfor his researchinternationallyand presentlyholdsan NRFB2

rating. Warren is also a passionateanglerand hasdevelopeda rangeof engaged-

researchprogramsto improveanglerenvironmentalbehaviourandthe governanceof

recreationalfisheries.



Professor Nicola James

ProfNicolaJamesisaseniorscientistat NRF-SAIAB(SouthAfricanInstitute for Aquatic

Biodiversity)and a visiting professor at RhodesUniversity and Nelson Mandela

University.

Her researchfocusesprimarily on understandingrelationshipsbetween coastaland

estuarinefish (with a focus on juvenile fish) and their habitats to understandthe

effectsof habitatmodificationandclimatechangeonfishspecies. Primarilyhergoalis

to use this information to value and protect habitats which provide important

ecosystemgoodsandservices(suchasnurseryprovisionandclimatechangerefuges).

ProfJamesplaysa leadingrole in the researchfieldsof climateandglobalchange. She

has publishedmore than 80 papersand has contributed to national and regional

climatechangeandbiodiversityinitiatives. Sheisalsopassionateabout teachingand

mentoringyoungscientistsandhassupervisedmorethan 40post-graduatestudents.

Dr Louise Gammage

Dr Louise Gammage is an environmental geographer specialising in marine

sustainability. She works in inter- and transdisciplinary contexts, developing

transformativemethodologiesandtools to promotesystem-basedgovernance.

Hercurrentresearchaddressesmarinesocial-ecologicalsystems(SESs)andfisheriesin

SouthAfrica. Louiseexploresinnovativemethodsto overcomechallengesrelated to

scale and decision-making within complex adaptive systems. Her work aims to

understanddriversof changein SESs,enhancingboth presentand future decision-

makingprocesses. Shefocusesparticularlyon empoweringlocalstakeholders,suchas

fishers,to build capacityandimprovetheir well-being,while simultaneouslyinforming

broadergovernanceandpolicydecisions.

Sheiscurrentlya researchfellow with the Marine andAntarcticResearchCentrefor

InnovationandSustainability(MARIS)at the Universityof CapeTown,SouthAfrica.



Mr Shahil Singh

ShahilSingh is an attorney with two degreesfrom the University of the

Witwatersrandfocusingon environmental,energy,constitutional,andpublic

interest law.

He is the LegalAdvisor to The Green Connectionand his work includes

drafting legal submissionsto challengeoil and gasprojects, legislation,and

actingin the interestsof coastalandfishingcommunities.

{ƘŀƘƛƭΩǎcommitment to justiceextendsbeyondlegal analysisand includes

communityempowermentandadvocacy.

Ms Makhosi Mkhwanazi

MakhosiMkhwanaziisa strategicandresults-orientedconservationleaderwith over

fourteenyearsof experiencein biodiversitymanagement,ecologicalrestoration,and

protectedareagovernance. Shecurrentlyservesasthe SeniorProjectManagerfor the

uThukela Marine Protected Area (Ecosystem-based Adaptation) Project under

WILDTRUST,where she leads large-scale coastal and estuarine restoration,

biodiversity monitoring, and community-based conservation initiatives across

KwaZulu-Natal.

Her professionaljourneyincludesover a decadeof servicewithin the KwaZulu-Natal

Departmentof EconomicDevelopment,Tourismand EnvironmentalAffairs (EDTEA),

where she served as an Area Manager, overseeingbiodiversity management

programmes focused on invasive speciescontrol, ecosystemrehabilitation, and

stakeholderengagement.

Makhosi is passionateabout strengthening institutional capacity, fostering co-

managementof natural resources,and advancingconservationapproachesthat

integrate ecological resilience with social and economic wellbeing. Her work

demonstrates a deep commitment to sustainable development, community

empowerment,andinclusiveenvironmentalgovernance.



Mr Sabelo Nkosi
SabeloB Nkosi is a Senior Manager for Biodiversity Planningin the Biodiversity Management

Departmentin eThekwiniMunicipal ity(Cityof Durban,SouthAfr ica).

Previously,{ŀōŜƭƻΩǎwork wasmainly focusedon private EnvironmentalImpactAssessments(EIAs)

and various land use planning applications with the aim of protecting the aǳƴƛŎƛǇŀƭƛǘȅΩǎ

biodiversityassets.

{ŀōŜƭƻΩǎprofessional experience in the Integrated Environmental Management (IEM) and

Conservationsectorsover the last 16yearsrangesfrom private consul ting,construction,research,

and local government. Thesein addit ion to a few voluntary roles suchasbeinga PastPresident

(2019/20) of the International Associat ionfor Impact AssessmentςSouthAfr ica(IAIASA)and is a

Board Member of the Environmental AssessmentPractitioners Associat ionof South Afr ica

(EAPASA)sinceApril 2022and hasundertakenvariousconferenceplanning.

Sabelohas aaŀǎǘŜǊΩǎin environmentalmanagementfrom the North-West Universitywhere his

researchwas focusedon the implementationof biodiversityoffsets. Sabeloalso holdsa Bachelor

of Science(BSc)Honoursdegreein Entomology,wherehe studied plant-animalinteractionssuch

aspollination systemsand biologicalcontrol , and a BScdegreein Botanyand Entomology,both

from the University of KwaZulu-Natal. He is a registeredprofessionalecologistwith the South

Afr ican Council for Natural Scientific Professions(SACNASP)and a registered Environmental

AssessmentPractitionerwith EAPASA.

Lastly,Sabeloenjoysteam sports,especiallyrugby,which has earnedhim someamateurcolours

and has won a few trophies within the KwaZulu-Natal (KZN)RugbyUnion structures. He also has

takenup road runningand enjoystravelling,music,photography,and cooking,particularlyfor his

wife and three children.

Dr Nina Rivers

Dr. Riversisanoceangovernancepractitionerandisthe currentSouthAfricancountry

coordinatorfor the WesternIndianOceanMarineScienceAssociation(WIOMSA).

Shehas a backgroundin environmentaleducation and cultural anthropologyand

specialisesin knowledge integration and designingand facilitating participatory

stakeholderengagementprocessesfor transformativeoceangovernance.

Forthe pastthree yearsshehasworkedasaKnowledgeIntegrationAssociatewith the

international oceangovernanceprogram, the OneOceanHub, where shedesigned

and facilitated researchprocessesand co-developedvariouslearningresourcesand

products. She is a ResearchAssociatewith the Institute for Coastaland Marine

Researchat NelsonMandelaUniversity.



Mr Khotso Mogotlane

Khotsoisonmissionto restore!ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎrelationshipwith natureandits people.

He is a member of the Early Career Ocean ProfessionalsSouth Africa Steering

Committeeleadingthe Training,Webinars& WorkshopsPortfolio,ECOPSouthAfrica

aims to be a network fostering cross-country collaboration for a more sustainable

future. It aimsto unite diversestakeholders,specificallysupportingearlycareerocean

professionalsin variousfields, addressingchallenges,promoting job opportunities,

and facilitating knowledge transfer. The vision of the South African ECOPnode

includesbuilding a communityof emergingresearchers,connectingthem nationally

and internationally, and ensuring sustainability through mentoring and training

opportunities.

Heisalsothe founderof HotlaneOrganizationa non profit organizationdedicatedto

hismissionbyempoweringselfsustainablecommunitiesandyouth,andhededicated

to spotlightingSustainabilityadvocatesacrossthe continent through his radio show

!ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎLeadersin Sustainability,heisalsothe countryleadfor EsgenetiqueCorporate

Solutionsempoweringbusinessesand communities to make a positive impact by

providingthemwith innovativesolutionsthat minimizeenvironmentalimpact.

Mrs Lauren van Nijkerk

In 2011LaurenvanNijkerkjoined leadingenvironmentalnon-profit organisat ion, WILDTRUST. As the

headof their marketingteam,Laurenhashelpedmakethe trust a householdnamein environmental

advocacythrough creativemeans,includingfilm, socialmedia and global campaignsshifting hearts

and minds. The terrestrial conservationarm, WILDLANDSused to be [ŀǳǊŜƴΩǎfocus, but she now

spendsthe bulk of her time focusingon the marine conservationsideof thingsςthe WILDOCEANS

programme.

Laurenled the campaignlinked to the world-renowned(controversial)film Blood Lions®releasedin

2015 broadcastin 185 countriesworldwideςultimately blowing the lid off the cannedhunting and

capt ivebreedingindustryin SouthAfr ica.

Lauren was campaign lead on the άhƴƭȅThis aǳŎƘέcampaign, an awarenessand advocacy

movement that contributed to SouthAfr icaexpandingmarine protection from 0.4% to 5%. Shealso

took on the role of producerofΨhǳǊhŎŜŀƴǎΩςa feature film releasedin 2019that haswon countless

awardsand is alsobeingusedasa tool to promoteoceanprotection.

Laurenwasthe driver behind the 2021LISTENTOTHEOCEANcampaignwhichgarneredthe attent ion

of over 25 million South Afr icansin only 3 weeks. Laurenalso birthed the SharkAt tack campaignς

which hopes to ultimately see the increasedprotection of sharksand rays in South Afr ica (and

beyond). Laurenis alsoa memberof the AdvisoryPanelfor the OneOceanFlotilla,a globalcollective

of marine organisat ions, seeking to influence ocean protection through aligned, impactful

communicat ion. WhensheƛǎƴΩǘtrying to savethe oceansheis a mother of two ƎƛǊƭǎΩLily and Harper

and wife to herhusbandJanςand on occasionshealsogetsup on stageand sings!



Dr Gwenith Penry

Dr Gwenith Penry is a ResearchAssociateof the Institute for Coastaland Marine

Research(CMR)at Nelson Mandela University and a ResearchFellow with the

MammalResearchInstitute WhaleUnit (Universityof Pretoria).

Shehasfifteen yearspost-PhDexperiencein appliedconservation,science,welfare,

and policy implementation,primarily related to the conservationand researchof

marine mammals, interspersed with several years of experience in broader

environmentalfieldsandmarineeco-tourism.

Internationally, Gwen is a member of the L¦/bΩǎCetaceanSpecialistGroup and

severalinitiativesof the IndianOceanCetacean(IndoCet) consortium. Nationally,she

sits on marine mammalscienceand technicalcommittees in SouthAfrica and has

participated in government-level workshopsrelating to large whale entanglements

andwhalewatchingimpacts.

Incombinationwith her academicpositions,Gwencurrentlyworksasan independent

consultantfor WILDTRUSTon projectsrelating to the impactsof offshoreoil andgas

exploration,andthe improvedprotection of South!ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎPrinceEdwardIslandsand

identificationof aHighSeasmarineprotectedareain the sub-AntarcticIndianOcean.

Dr Vivienne Coetzee

VivienneCoetzeeis a PostdoctoralResearchFellowat the Universityof CapeTown,

workingonthe ACEPKelpBedProjectincollaborationwith WildTrust.

Her researchfocuseson benthic biodiversity, fish abundanceand diversity, and

underwatersoundscapesacrossSouth!ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎdeep-waterkelpecosystemswithin the

iSimangalisoMarineProtectedArea.

Shecompletedher PhDat UCT,where sheinvestigatedmorphological,behavioural,

and genomic differentiation in functional stocks of spotted grunter (Pomadasys

commersonnii), integrating phenotypic and genetic approaches to understand

population structure and local adaptation. Her current work extends this

interdisciplinaryexpertiseto the studyandconservationof mesophoticecosystems.





Courtney Bailey

My first visit to the Two OceansAquariumsparkeda lastingpassion

for marinescience,leadingme to completea BScin Biodiversityand

ConservationBiologyat the Universityof the WesternCape.

Fieldworkandvolunteeringdeepenedmy interests,andLΩƳcurrently

completing an Honours degree in Biodiversity and Ecology at

StellenboschUniversity. My current project explores polychaete

diversityin Eckloniamaximaholdfastsat Oudekraal.

I alsovolunteerat theǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎbotanicalgardens. Asa new Ocean

Steward,LΩƳexcited to gain the skills and knowledgeneeded to

meaningfullycontribute to the protection of South!ŦǊƛŎŀΩǎmarine

protectedareas.

David Rispel

LΩƳa postgraduatestudent in marine biology with a deep-rooted

passionfor sharkconservation,particularlyGreatWhite sharks. Born

and raisednear the ocean,my academicpath has alwaysmirrored

mypersonalconnectionto the sea.

Currently doing my Honours degree in estuarine ecology at the

Universityof the WesternCape,howeverLΩƳshiftingmy focusin my

upcoming ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎresearch which will focus on investigating

population trends of Great White sharks in South African waters,

driven by growing concernsover their decline at the Universityof

Stellenbosch.

LΩƳequally passionateabout diving, fieldwork, and contributing to

science that informs conservation policy and raising awareness.

Throughthe OceanStewardsProject, I hope to grow as a marine

researcherand advocate for the protection of our apex marine

predatorsaswell asadvocatefor our MPAΩǎ.



HlohonolofatsoNosi

I wasborn and raisedin Kimberley,my love for animalsstarted at a

very young age while spending time on the family farm back in

Warrenton.

I nurtured this interest through magazines,books and nature

documentarieswhich fuelled my curiosity. This interest grew into

passionthat has guided me to study Biodiversityand Conservation

Biology.

I am currently an Honoursstudent focusingon sexualdimorphismin

AfricanPenguinchicks. Our aim is to enhanceunderstandingof this

criticallyendangeredspeciesto better conservationefforts. Through

my work I hope to inspire, teach and conserve animals for

generationsto come.

Janneke Whittle

My name is Janneke Whittle and I am 21 years old. Currently I am 

doing my Honoursin Zoology at Nelson Mandela University (NMU), 

where my project focuses on the biodiversity of macroinvertebrates 

in the seagrass beds (Zostera capensis) in the Keurbooms estuary. 

I have always had a passion for animals, leading me to where I am 

now. During my undergrad I realized that aquatic animals are my 

passion, which is why I signed up for the Ocean Stewards program. I 

look forward to working with you all! 



Kiara Sewpujan

KiaraSewpujanis an enthusiasticHonoursstudent in Environmental

Science,havingrecentlycompletedher BScin the samefield.

Passionateabout marine life from a youngage,she was inspiredby

uShakaMarine World, where her curiosity for the oceanfirst took

root. For the past three years,Kiara has volunteered at SAAMBR,

currentlyworkingin the Water QualityLaboratory.

Her Honours research focuseson how water quality parameters

affect mysid populations in the Sea World canal. Energetic,

adventurous, and deeply committed to conservation,Kiara loves

animals,exploringnew environments,and dreamsof uncoveringthe

mysteriesof the deepocean.

Kuyurie Govender

My name is KuyurieGovender,an MScBiologicalSciencecandidate

at UKZN,andLΩƳthrilled to be part of the OceanStewardsProject.

My researchexploresthe impact of recent floods on biodiversityin

eThekwiniestuariesusing environmentalDNA. I care deeply about

biodiversity,asƛǘΩǎthe heartof healthyoceansandconservation.

PassiondriveseverythingI do, in scienceand in how I connectwith

people. LΩǾŜactivelyvolunteeredin my communitysinceage12, so

²L[5h/9!b{Ωfocus on community empowerment resonateswith

me. LΩƳgrateful for this opportunity and excited to collaborate,

learn,andcontribute to protectingour oceansandour people.



Londiwe Olwethu Lushaba

I am LondiweOlwethuLushaba,an ambitiouscuriousHonorsstudent

passionateabout aquaticecosystems.

My researchfocuseson a comparativestudy of fish communitiesin

the St Lucia estuarine system during different marine- estuarine

connectivity states and analyzingdata from 2007, 2013, 2019 and

2025.

My interests include aquatic ecology, estuarine systems and

conservationbiology. Outsideof academia,I enjoy reading,working

out, hikingandhavingsea-goingexperiences.

With a strong desireto contribute to the field, I aim to publish my

research, engage and communicate my science with society to

inspire others about the importance of conservation and

sustainabilityin aquaticecosystems.

Meleza Nxono

I am a passionateand driven individual who enjoys exploring new

ideasand sharingknowledge. I hold a backgroundin Marine Science

from the CapePeninsulaUniversityof Technologyand am currently

pursuing a PostgraduateDiploma in Aquaculture at Stellenbosch

University.

I excel in creative problem-solving, teamwork, and innovative

thinking. I place high value on honesty, empathy, and continuous

personalandprofessionalgrowth.

Whether working alone or with others, I approach tasks with

dedicationand a positivemindset. In my sparetime, I enjoy reading,

traveling,and volunteering.LΩƳalwaysopen to learningand making

meaningfulcontributions



Moegamad Uzair Jack

My love for the ocean began with my grandmother, who shared

stories and shark illustrations from old encyclopaedias. Countless

trips to beaches and the aquarium deepened this fascination,

snowballinginto an all-encompassinglove for animals.

While I once aspired to become a wildlife vet, my passionshifted

towardsconservingandprotectingoceansfor generationsto come.

Now, as an Honours student in Marine Biology, I study microbial

communities on Walters Shoal using molecular tools and flow

cytometry. While my path diverged from veterinary medicine, I

remain intrigued by parasites, pathogens, and the dynamics of

diseasesin marineand terrestrialenvironments.

Muhammad Uzair Davids

Growingup in CapeTown,regularvisitsto the beachwith my family

sparkeda lifelongpassionfor the ocean.

In 2024, I completeda BScin Biodiversityand ConservationBiology

at the Universityof the WesternCape,gaininghands-on experience

in conservationby volunteeringat the CapeFlatsNatureReserve.

I am currently pursuing a BSc(Hons) in Marine Biology at the

University of CapeTown, where I am researchingthe population

dynamicsof tube-dwelling marineamphipodsin FalseBay,shedding

light on these often-overlookedanimals. I am committed to marine

conservationandpassionateabout publiceducationandoutreach.



NasiphiDengana

My nameis NasiphiDengana,a girl with big dreamsraisedin a small

town calledMqanduli. I am the first of three children,and beingthe

eldesttaught meresponsibilityfrom a youngage.

I am currently pursuing my Masters in Zoology, focusing on

aquaculture- an interest sparkedduring an undergradpracticalwith

Ms Vundisa.

I am an open minded individual and believe every person and

experienceoffers growth. I am a firm believer in Christ, knowing

everyopportunity I had hasall beenbecauseof him. I alwaysremind

myself,ά¸ƻǳwill succeedin whateveryou chooseto do, and light will

shineon the roadaheadof you.έ

Sanele Caluza

My name is Sanele Caluza,and I was born and raised in Port

Shepstone,KwaZulu-Natal. I am currently a Marine BiologyHonours

candidateat the Universityof KwaZulu-Natal, and I am a dedicated

andcuriousindividualwith a strongpassionfor oceanscience.

My experiencein tutoring and mentoring has shapedmy valuesof

hard work, empathy, and continuous learning. I thrive in

environmentsthat challengeme to think critically and collaborate

with others.

Outsideof my academicand professionallife, I enjoy going to the

gym, taking walks on the beach,and spendingtime with my loved

ones. I am alwayseagerto learn,grow,and contribute meaningfully

to the world.





Ryan Buttress Matthew Thompson
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Khanyisile Mdutyana Muhammad Ally



Alayna Naidu HlanzekaZuma
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Indiphile Goqa Skyla Thornton





Khethiwe Maphosa Kiara Ranjit
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Zurike Marais





Cameron Gqaleni Xolisile Miya

Andile Gambushe Ayanda Mpanza

Danielle Chetty Mbali Mthethwa



Nonkokheli Mdunjana Nosipho Biyela

Sethabile Mkhize Sristhi Ramdass
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Tanja Hanekom Anele Chili

Nonkululeko Nxele Devona Chetty

Sanelisiwe Xulu Thobile  Mkhwanazi



Lindani Mtshali Nicolaas Booyens

Njabulo Mahlobo Damara Naidoo

Shahir Ramndit Sendrina Naidoo




