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OCEAN STEWARDS PROJECT: ANNUAL SCIENCE SESSION

PROGRAMME
Dates: 24t - 25" November 2025
Times: 08h30 — 15h30
Venue: Inkosi Albert International Convention Centre (Formerly, Durban ICC)
ue: 45 Bram Fischer Road, Durban Central, 4052
Masters qf . | Sinothando Shibe and Mpilonhle Nyawo
Ceremonies:

DAY 1
Monday, 24 November

Time Topic Speaker/ Facilitator
08h30 — 09h00 | Arrival and Registration All
09h00 — 09h15 | Welcome and Introductions MC

09h15 — 09h30

Ocean Stewards: Fellowship Impacts and Outlooks
Highlighting the personal, academic and career journeys of youth
engaged in the Ocean Stewards programme, and the broader ripple
effects on conservation leadership.

Tracy Khuzwayo
WILDTRUST

09h30 — 10h00

Keynote Address: Youth as Ocean Stewards - Science, Policy,
and Action in Africa

Exploring the role of young scientists in advancing marine
conservation and policy agendas across the Western Indian Ocean,
with reference to regional collaborations such as the Hifadhi Bu
programme and lessons from MPA effectiveness projects in South
Africa.

Theme 1: Advancing the 30x30 Goal: Science for Marine Conservation Targets

Dr Cloverley Lawrence
SANParks

10h00 — 10h15

Why 30x307? Science, Targets and Global Commitments
Understanding the global call to protect 30% of the ocean by 2030,
and its importance for biodiversity and ecosystem resilience.

Dr Kendyl Wright
WILDTRUST

10h15 — 10h30

Conservation Economics and Natural Capital Accounting
How ocean accounts can be used to value nature, inform decision-
making, and strengthen the case for marine conservation

Professor Ken Findlay
AfriSeas Solutions




Financing 30x30: Sustainable Funding Models for Ocean
Conservation

Mr Musa Mabaso

10h30 — 10h45 Explorlng investment, . .phllanthropy, and |nnovat_|ve finance WILDTRUST
mechanisms to mobilise resources and achieve global
conservation targets.

10h45 — 11h15 | Q&A for Theme 1

11h15 — 11h45 | Tea Break and First Interactive Poster Session All

Theme 2: Prote

cting Marine Life: Habitat and Species Conservation

11h45 — 12h00

Hidden Cities:
Exploring diversity in South Africa’s kelp holdfasts

Dr Nasreen Peer
Stellenbosch University

12h00 - 12h15

White sharks on the move:
Population trends, orcas, and transoceanic journeys

Dr Alison Kock
SANParks

12h15 - 12h30

Strengthening Marine Protected Area Governance in the
Western Indian Ocean: Lessons and Pathways for Resilience
This session draws on the Hifadhi Bu regional programme and
associated projects in Comoros and South Africa to demonstrate
collaborative approaches to MPA effectiveness and resilience.

Dr Houssoyni Housseni
WILDTRUST

12h30 — 12h45

Making shark and ray matter for iSimangaliso Marine
Protected Area

Dr Riaan Cedras
iSimangaliso Wetland Park
Authority

12h45 - 13h15

Q&A for Theme 2

All

13h15 - 14h15

Lunch Break

All

14h15 — 14h25

iSimangaliso WPA Speed talk

Young Ocean Professionals

14h25 — 14h35

OS Speed Talks:
1. Exploring marine zooplankton diversity in Algoa Bay,
South Africa: A multi-method approach

1. Danielle Chetty

14h35 — 14h50

Reflections from Day 1

Ocean Stewards

14h50 — 15h05

Wrap up and closure

MC

18h00 for
18h30 - Late

Dinner on the Dock (Gala Dinner)

All




DAY 2

Tuesday, 25 November

Theme 3: Ocea

09h15 — 09h30

ns and Climate: Human Impacts, Adaptation and Solutions

Climate Change and Fisheries
The influence of warming oceans and shifting species distributions
on fisheries sustainability.

Time Topic Speaker
08h30 — 09h00 | Arrival and Registration All
09h00 — 09h15 | Welcome and Outline of the Day MC

Professor Warren Potts
Rhodes University

09h30 — 09h45

How resilient are South African estuaries and associated
fishes to climate change?

Professor Nicola James
SAIAB

09h45 — 10h15

Q&A for Theme 3

All

10h15 — 10h45

Tea Break and Interactive Poster Session

Theme 4: Equity, justice and community-led conservation

All

10h45 — 11h45

Panel: Ocean Justice - Ensuring Equity and Inclusion in
Marine Conservation

Exploring how ocean governance can integrate justice, indigenous
knowledge, gender equity and local community voices.

e Dr Louise Gammage
UCT

e Mr Shahil Singh
Green Connection

e Ms Makhosi Mkhwanazi
WILDTRUST

e Mr Sabelo Nkosi
Biodiversity Unit,
eThekwini Municipality

Theme 4 Speed Talks (Network Spotlight)

1. Dr Nina Rivers
11h45 — 12h15 1. WIOMSA . 2. Mr Khotso Mogotlane
2. ECOP South Africa 3. Mrs Lauren van Nijkerk
3. E-NGO Collab : J
12h15 — 13h15 | Lunch Al

Theme 5: New Frontiers in Ocean Conservation

13h15 — 13h30

Towards a Proposed High Seas Marine Protected Area (MPA)
linking sub-Antarctic Island territories in the southwestern
Indian Ocean (SWIO)

The case for safeguarding biodiversity beyond national
jurisdiction.

Dr Gwen Penry
Institute for Coastal and
Marine Research (NMU)

13h30 — 13h45

Metabarcoding of zooplankton to derive indicators of pelagic
ecosystem status in South Africa

Dr. Ashrenee Govender
ORI

13h45 — 13h50

Rhodolith Beds: Discoveries and Conservation Value
Understanding these unique marine habitats and their role in
biodiversity and carbon storage

Dr Vivienne Coetzee

WILDTRUST

13h50 — 14h20

Q&A for Theme 5




14h20 — 14h30

OS Speed Talks:
1. Does a new species of Azanian jellyfish suggest that
South Africa was a stepping stone for colonisation of the
Atlantic?

1. Ryan Buttress

14h30 — 14h50

Thanks and Acknowledgements

Kirsten McClean

WILDTRUST
14h50 — 15h05 | Closing Remarks DrJean Harris
g WILDTRUST
15h05 Departure All




